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Proverbs 11:12 describes the man that will hold his
peace as a man of understanding. In chapter 17:28 it explains to
us that a man is held in high esteem that will shut his lips against
rebuff and debate. Proverbs 21:23 gives us instructions of how to
stay out of certain troubles. If we will act as a gatekeeper for our
mouth and tongue we will eat the fruit of peace. War will tear us
apart in our mind and spirit. When Paul told us that we were more
than conquerors he spoke of not just being in a battle all the time
and winning but standing on the word of God and letting him fight
the battle. Many times Ift we win an argument or debate we have
not won at all. God never deals with a situation on the same level
that it happens on. It is always his way to transcend the level that it
happens on and deal with it from above. If we defend ourselves
against false accusations we are getting down on the same level
that they are on and God has called us above that.
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I Timothy 3:3 tells us that the earth will be full of false
accusers in the last day. Retaliation and revenge are not the role
of the redeemed. False accusers will never be able to steal our gift
or treasure. Trash talking is their treasure. Our treasure IS to speak
God's words. We rejoice over his word as one who findeth great
spoil. Enmity was removed by the war that Jesus won at the cross.
Jesus was like a lamb to the slaughter so that he opened not his
mouth. His love in action settled the debate without words so that
even the heathen soldier had no doubt that he was the Son of
God. Peace Is playing on the instruments of promise and praise.
We will not lay aside the instruments of peace and play the
Instruments of war and strife. Gideon heard the music of the
covenant of Jehovah-Shalom playing then and it is playing now in
the hearts of those who have the peace of the Holy Ghost in their
heart and tongue.
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